Tasva

18.07.2024

The New Indian Express
(Page — 03)

Chennai

Weaving the spirt of India

PRESS & PLHH‘INAIT LAUN

AND SEND Of

Indian sportspersons dressed in owifits designed by Tasun Tahiliand's brand at the official ceremoniad dress avent
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At the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024
Olympics on July 26, Indian athletes will
sport celeb designer Tarun Tahiliani's
specially-designed creations

A "loeeta bundi’ 5eq foe sportsmen
and a re-imagined saes in
ViRceaE CiepE Fd Sportswomen

RESHMI CHAKRAVORTY

T the upcoming Paris
2024 Dlympics, set to
beginon July 25, two-
time Olympic medal-
Hst badrminton chanm-
pion PV Sindhu will
be the woman fag
bearer for India during the
opening ceremony. She will be
wearing creations by calebrity
designer Tarun Tahiliami, foa-
turing ikat-inspirved prints
and Banarasi brocade.
These designs marey
craftsmanship with
brand Tasva's ‘Tndia
Maodern' ethos. CF
speaks to the desigmer
about what went behind
creating the Ceremonial
Dresses for Team India ath.
letes and mora,

Tell us abowut your experience
working on the Ceremonial
Dress for Team India.
Designing the Ceremonial
Diress for Tearn Invdia has been
immensely rewarding. It is a
great honour and responsibil-
ity to present our champions
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on the global stage. It was also
an opportunity to showcease
India modern to the world.
Collaborating closely with
the Tndian Olympic Associa-
tion and understanding the
specific needs of the athletes
allowed us to create garments
that embody national pride
and fradition while eifering
exceptional functionality and
comfort. We retained the key
traditional elements of the
Jeurta bundi set and the saree
and gave it a modern twist to
make it more convenient.
Secing our athletes dressed
in our designs fills me with
immense pride. As our athe-
letes sail past the Seine river
during the opening ceremony;
thew will carry a piece of
Indin with them. mak-
ing a bald statement
in the fashion capital
of the waoarld.

‘What were the point-
ers you kept in mind
while designing 7

While designing the Ceremo-
nial Dress, several key consid-
erations guided the process,
Firatly, it was ezsential to homn-
our India’s rich eultural herit-
age while incorporating mod-
ern elements to reflect the
dynamic spirit of our nation,
We focussed on the tricolour
palette and ikat-inspired
prints, which resonate across

diverse traditions,

Athlete-centric design was
paramount. Comfort and func-
tonality were croclal to en-
sure that the garments not
anly looked good bt alsoe sugp
ported the athletes' needs. The
attire had to be breathakle and
lightweight ta suit the sum-
mer heat of Paris,

Every design cholos, from
safari pockets and pre-pleated
sarees, o modern brocade
trainers, was made to cele-
brate our heritage while pri-
oritising the athletes” comfort
and porformanee.

Tell us about the creations.
What can we see our ath-
letes wear?
We wanted to create seme-
thing modern yet deeply root-
ed in tradition. Dirawing inspi-
ration from the bundi jacket,
we've infused modern sillon-
ettes and lavers, offering &
fresh take on a classic styvle.
The ceremonial attire cele-
brates India‘s rich eultural
tapestry and patriotic spirit,
reflected in the iconic tricol-
our palette of saffron, green,
and white, Each elerment tells
the story of India. We have
uged ikat-inspired printed
panals in saffron and gresn,
Blue buttonholes representing
the Azholca Chakra, and vory
for peace and unity
Designed for comfort
and style, the classic
kprta and Ali-
garhi combina-
tion in paare cot-
Lon ensures
fwidity for
unrestricted
movement.
Every de-
rall, from
the tape de-
ailing to
the safari
pockets,
is metic-
ulously
crafted.

pre -
pleated

sari in vis-
COSE CrEpE
for natural

drape and
breathability,

paired with a

viscose satin
byera blouse for
maximum
corniort.

Thee look is completed with
maodern trainers adorned with
traditional Benaras brocade,
seam lesaly blending tradition
with contempaorary fashion.

Were there any challenges
while conceptualising it

Ome of the primary challeng-
a5 was achieving the perfoct
Isalanee hetween tradivion and
maodernity, Convinecing the as-
sociation to wse the tricolouar
for the ceremonial dress was
particularly significant, as In-
dia had not used the tricolom
in this context before. It was
important to (llusirate how
the tricolour could effoctively
symbolise our national pride
and unity

Future projects?
Currently I working on a fow
future projects with laamnch of
our ready-to-wear women's
wear line and OTT shows,




