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Aamir Khan talks about his
friendship with Salman Khan. P4
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HAUTE STYLE

DIVYA RAO, II year BCom,
Jain University wore a red
dress.
Punchline: “The red dress is
catchy and can be worn to
both a formal meeting and a
party. All one needs to do is accessorise sensibly and tweak
it, according to the occasion.”
Price: Dress - Rs 2499

Wacky designs,
loud colours

Pantaloons has always worked towards staying ahead of its competitors by
keeping pace with the changing fashion tastes among people of
all age groups. This festive season, the brand has rolled out garments
that are cut and designed specifically for party-goers.

Seasonal and
sparkling
T

he design team at Pantaloons has designed its
latest collection with a
twist, focussing on the latest
trends and silhouettes, with
the season’s key colours —
amethyst pink, antique gold,
burgundy, graphite silver and
black. Talking specifically
about what the brand has in
store this season, Nagesh C,
head – design and visual
merchandising, Pantaloons
Fashion and Retail Ltd
says, “Our collections
like floral grunge, chemical romance, evening
dusk and midnight
blues are conceptualised to pamper the
party-goer with a wide
range of stylish and elegant apparel. Our objective is to create a complete
look with suggestive ensembles and appropriate accessories.”
Nagesh further states that
the brand has attempted to
bring an aesthetic balance to
the ensemble by creating an
equilibrium between cut,
colour and design thereby
creating a homogenous balance in a specific look.
“For instance, if we go
heavy on the bottom with floral tapered pants, we recommend a solid monochrome
top. For men, we suggest an
asymmetric paneled shirt,
coupled with a cropped
graphite grey trouser,” feels
Nagesh.
The brand targets
youngsters aged between
18 and 25 years. Young

DANISH, Final year, civil engineering, New Horizon College, wore a formal purple
shirt and contrasted it with
beige formal pants.
Punchline: “I like wearing
bright-coloured formal shirts
but we rarely find such
colours in formal wear. The
clothes not only fit well but are
also designed keeping in mind
the latest trends and changing fashion.”
Price: Shirt -Rs 2199 and
trousers - Rs 2,349.

A FAZAL, III year BBM, Indian Academy College, wore a
black T-shirt and paired it
with shaded blue denims.
Punchline: “The well-fitted
T-shirt is not only comfortable
but stylish as well. The

contrast is striking and
this is the perfect
choice for a party
with friends or to a
club.”
Price: T-shirt - Rs 399
and denims -Rs 1,899.

»

Are you a college student and want to model
for Metrolife’s ‘Haute Style’? Do you have any
fashion tips for the season? Or you simply
want to say something about our feature ‘Haute Style’?
Send your emails with contact number to: metrolife@deccanherald.co.in or dhmetro@gmail.com

people, who are
fashion conscious and willing to experiment, form a
large chunk of
their customer base.
The many extensive market research and surveys,
conducted by the design
team of the brand at regular
intervals, give an idea of
what people want. “We understand that our prospective buyers have a sense of individual style and wear their
attitude on their sleeve. We
capture trends and hot looks
from cities around the world
that govern fashion. We endeavour to provide customers
an entire look that allows
space for personal style,” he
states.
Accessorisation is an indispensable part of dressing up.
You could wear branded and
stylish clothes but if they
aren’t paired with the right
kind of accessories, the look of
the garment will fall flat.
Nagesh has specific style tips
for men this season. “For
men, a light-weight
leatherette jacket coupled
with a black herringbone tapered pants would look good
this season. Sharply tailored
party shirts with cut and sew
details on the inner placket,
paired with twin tone brogues
or black Chelsea boots, will
certainly give you that chic
look,” he concludes.
Nina C George

FARID, Final year engineering, J C College, wore
a white half-sleeved T-shirt
and complimented the look
with blue denims and a light
brown jacket.
Punchline: “The look is perfect for this season. The jacket
and matching shoes enhance
the look of the garment. The
fitted white T-shirt leaves one
feeling stylish and fashionable.”
Price: T-shirt -Rs 499,
denims - Rs 1,899 and jacket Rs 3,999.
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GEETHIKA BINDANA, II
year mass communication,
Christ University, wore a black
top and matched it with pinkcoloured floral pants.
Punchline: “The pink floral
pants are very much in
vogue and the outfit is

attractive when teamed
with a black-fitted top. This
combination is smart,
peppy and when
accessorised well, it
looks really good.”
Price: Shirt - Rs 1,595 and
trousers - Rs 899.

LONG WAY

MUSIC WEEK

‘Why should we be
treated specially?’

Blend of the old
and new

H

ers is a journey of grit
and perseverance. Her
contribution to the sector
of disability over the last five
decades has changed thousands of lives. NS Hema, who
was affected by polio at the
age of five, and went on to find
one of the biggest institutions
for the disabled called the Association of People with Disability (APD), recently
launched a book on life called
‘Wheels of Destiny’. In a chat
with Metrolife, N S Hema
spoke about how India has a
long way to go when it comes
to treating the disabled with
care.
“I never had the intentions
of writing about my life,”
smiles the lady. “But I used to
narrate many interesting stories to my friends whenever
we met. So once a friend told
me to record the stories and I
did that over a period of two
months. But I required someone to sit with me as I couldn’t
talk to a recorder alone,” she
recalls. However, publishing
was a different ballgame altogether. “I am not a writer. Narrating a story is one, publishing is another. In fact, the
cassettes were with me for
four years till a friend offered
to write them down for me,”
she notes. “I have a lot to narrate but writing a book is a tiring process,” she adds.
Elaborating on the book,
she explains, “From our expe-
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riences in life, we keep seeing
changes in the lives of the disabled. Yet many a time, I feel
it’s just the beginning. Even in
Bangalore, people are still so
unaware. Something as basic
as a toilet is neglected and not
considered a necessity. Most
places are not disabled-friendly. People must remember
that disability can happen at
any time in life.”

Is that why more organisations like APD need to come
up? She merely smiles, “APD
has been my life. However, organisations can do only a limited amount of work. The society has to be enlightened. The
problem isn’t with the disabled, it’s with the non disabled who are totally ignorant.” However, she is happy
at the stance taken by the gov-

ernment on polio. “There are
better opportunities these
days and even the government
is listening,” she says referring
to the Persons With Disabilities Act.
Looking back on life, she
has had several experiences to
cherish. Be it travelling to several countries like the United
States, United Kingdom or Indonesia or getting an autograph from Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru.’
All these are beautifully illustrated in the book in the
form of photos. “Those days, I
wanted to travel as I wanted to
prove to myself that I can face
the consequences of travelling. Even the aircraft is so
crowded. Every little space is
used to add one more seat and
make money,” she complains.
She feels technology has
been of great help. “Things
like a motorised wheelchair
make a lot of difference,” she
says. Even the media for that
matter. “Aamir Khan’s programme ‘Satyamev Jayate’
was beautiful. It provided
good education to many, even
the disabled,” she notes.
Hema says the worst thing
one can do to the disabled is to
treat them specially. “It’s very
sad when people don’t know
what to say to us or that they
might hurt us. But why should
we be treated specially?” she
asks as she sums up.
Deepa Natarajan Lobo

M

usic lovers couldn’t
have asked for a better
evening as Kutle Khan
and Talvin Singh enthralled
them with an open-air performance. The musical treat,
which was part of ‘Seagram’s
100 Pipers Bangalore Music
Week’, was held at Geoffrey’s
Lawns, The Royal Orchid
Hotel recently. Performer
Kutle Khan, along with
Aditya Bhasin who is from
the band ‘Rajasthan Roots’,
set the mood for the evening
with typical Indian music.
The opening act was followed by a performance by
tabla maestro Talvin Singh.
Many sufi songs like Kesariya Balam and Dama
Dam Mast Qalandar and
several jugalbandis were performed. Talking about the
performance, Aditya Bhasin
said, “It was a wonderful concert. It was great to see a lot
of people who have been following our music and journey all these years. In fact, we
had performed for the festival six years ago. And it was
good to see some known
faces coming back again. It
was great to have such a
wonderful crowd.”
He added, “We actually
cater to all age groups and
musical tastes because the
kind of music we try to
create is a blend of ancient
traditions of Rajasthan
with an international
touch. Fusion music is
something everyone could

relate to.”
Roshan Netalkar, managing director of Swordfish
Events and Entertainment,
said, “We wanted to create a
music week with a unique
line-up. All the artistes performing here have been
handpicked keeping their
genre of music and appeal
in mind.”
The eclectic mix among
the audience enjoyed the
heavy notes. While some
chose to clap their hands and
tap their feet to the music,
others were seen dancing to
the peppy numbers.
Said Arun Rao, an attendee,
“It was such an energetic
performance. I preferred the
SOULFUL Kutle Khan
first part over the second. It
was good to see such a large
turnout. What surprised me
was the enthusiasm among
the foreigners who were
singing along.”
Rajesh, another member of
the audience, came for the
performance by chance.
“I am here on a vacation.
And being a huge fan of music, I thought I must make it
to this event. I liked the mood
of the evening. But even better than that was catching up
with many of my friends in
this wonderful ambience,” he
said. His friend Aditi added,
“I enjoy fusion music.
Though I’m not the one to
attend concerts, the music
and line-up of artistes is what
got me here.”
DHNS

KAVYA RAO, II year BCom,
Jain University, wore a black
dress and styled it with appropriate accessories.
Punchline: “I think everybody should own a black
dress. This is not only comfortable but when tweaked a
little, it can be worn to a cocktail party and a night out with
friends as well.”
Price: Dress - Rs 2,995

